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and most attractive, and no very great time elapsed before
he was completely successful. The lady's father was little
pleased with the match. He was a clergyman, the Dean
of Winchester, and might well have been indisposed to
give his daughter and her five thousand pounds to a man
with such a reputation. He made his consent conditional
on the settling of fifteen thousand pounds, in addition to
her own little fortune, upon her. Sheridan had always
been great in financial surprises, and, to the astonishment
of the dean, the fifteen thousand was soon forthcoming.
He got it this time by new shares of the theatre, thus
diminishing his receipts always a little and a little more.
A small estate, Polesden, in Surrey, was bought with the
money, and for a time all was gaiety and pleasure. It
was in order to tell him of this marriage that Sheridan
sent for his son, from his tutor and his lessons, on the
occasion already referred to, to meet him at Guildford, at
an inn of which he had forgotten the name. Four or five
days after the anxious tutor received a letter from Tom.
" My father I have never seen," wrote the lad, " and all
that I can hear of him is that instead of dining with me
on Wednesday last, he passed through Guildford on his
way to town, with four horses and lamps, about twelve."
Like father like son, the youth had remained there, though
with only a few shillings in his pockets; but at the end
was so " bored and wearied out" that he would have been
glad to return even to his books. Finally, he was sent for
to London and informed of the mystery. His letter to
Smyth disclosing this is so characteristic that it is worth
quoting:

" It is not I that am to be married, nor you. Set your heart at
rest: it is my father himself; the lady a Miss Ogle, who lives at
Winchester; and that is the history of the Guildford business.e aspect may yet outdo the youngestt aahitnry, these. He did many feats of the same kind.y, had not made her poetical.'7
